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SO TO SPEAK

“I enjoy theater in general and especially movies.”
DON McDOWELL | longtime volunteer

His vote
for statue
goes to
Grant

I'm thinking that Gov.
William Allen deserves a statue
for distinguished history
teaching.

The long, long process of
kicking the politically incorrect
Allen (he
opposed
Abraham
Lincoln’s
anti-slavery
positions) out
of Statuary
Hall in Wash-
2 ington has

resulted in a
JOE long, long
debate about
BLUNDO who should

replace him.

Suddenly, Harriet Taylor
Upton and James Ashley have
been rescued from obscurity.

Upton, who fought for wom-
en’s rights, and Ashley, an
abolitionist congressman, are
two of the 10 Ohioans (count-
ing the Wright brothers as a
unit) nominated to have their

WILL FIGG | DISPATCH PHOTOS likenesses replace Allen’s in the
Don McDowell, who helped launch the Summer Movie Series in 1970 and has spent the past four decades volunteering at the event hall at the U.S. Capitol.

The rest of the field: Presi-
dent Ulysses S. Grant, athlete
Jesse Owens, Dr. Albert Sabin,

astronaut Judith Resnik, in-
ventor Thomas Edison, U.S.
Rep. William McCulloch and
author Harriet Beecher Stowe.
Read all about them at www.

ohiohistorycentral.org.
Until the process of replac-

Ohio Theatre usher a familiar face at Summer Movies Series rotling, Twould have catied the

whole thing a waste. You know
the thinking: Why spend time
debating statues when
Ohioans are out of work, blah,
blah, blah?

Here’s why: It’s harder for
politicians to lie when people
know history. When the gover-
nor of Virginia tried to pretend
a while back that slavery had
little to do with the Civil War,
he was widely ridiculed be-
cause some of his constituents

By Nick Chordas
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

uring its 40-year history, the Summer
Movie Series at the Ohio Theatre has

boasted two constants: Hollywood’s best
and brightest, and Hilltop resident Don McDowell.
McDowell, 80, has torn tickets, handed out pro-
grams, directed moviegoers to seats and answered
countless questions (including “When did the
theater open?”and “Where are

the concessions?”) for four > A discussion of knew history. I hope they pun-
decades — always with a the movies on tap ish him at the polls someday.
smile. this weekend can So I'm giving Gov. Allen a

“I enjoy theater in general be found on Page commendation for uninten-
and especially movies,” he 17 of Weekender. tionally inspiring an impromp-

said, adding with a laugh: “I
also love the people — most of
them.”

McDowell is among the most tenured of the 960
volunteers for the Columbus Association for the
Performing Arts, which owns and operates the
Ohio Theatre and other area venues.

He is an authority not only on the theater
(answers to previous questions: “1928” and
“through the arches, to the left”) but also movies.

tu course in Ohio history. I will
admit to knowing nothing of
McCulloch, a civil-rights ad-
vocate while serving in Con-
gress, until he was nominated
as a possible Allen replace-
ment.

Nor was I well-versed on
Ashley, a Civil War-era con-
gressman who fought hard to
get the 13th Amendment, out-
See USHER Page D2 McDowell directing a moviegoer toward the concessions lawing slavery, added to the
Constitution.

Of course, this makes it
more difficult to settle on a
favorite. Not that difficult,
though: I'm going with Ulysses
S. Grant.

A general who wins the war
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The Elvis Presley estate has signed a deal cult to beat. True, he had some

. failures as president, but, then
with Hasbro and PPW Toys to release an f th b ° 1 b k . o
. X [' [‘ Ei I [ l g ; l I [' again, most presidents do.
Elvis version Of Mr. Potato Head. O au O au a OO gI alSO admIi)re hlm for Slog_

Kevin Kern, a spokesman for Presley’s . t hi .
Graceland estate, told The Commercial ‘g/;}r:ﬁeaga.i'la o flsaﬁgg(}ltr‘s/vas a
Appeal of Memphis, Tenn., that the new toy valiant zlndgsuccessfui effort to

is one of 15,000 Elvis-licensed products. ak )
The first of the Elvis potato heads — make some money to leave to
his family.

dressed in a jumpsuit — will be released for This i diminish th
Elvis Tribute Week in August. A second 18 1s not to diminis - the
efforts of the other nominees

version — with the likeness dressed in black
leather — will be available at Christmas. for.the hall: They all deserve to
be in the history books. But
some seem more likely to live
long in memory than others.
(One of Allen’s problems is that
people ask “who?” when his
name is mentioned.)

Edison, inventor of the light
bulb and many other things?
The name seems likely to
endure.

Resnik, who died on the
Challenger? I'm less certain.

You can vote for your favor-

By Kristine Gill
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

She hates having her picture
taken.

In other ways, too, Erin
Richards resembles the heroine
of her first novel, blushing when

Stamos on tap for ‘Glee’ role attention turns her way.

“In high school, I
John Stamos might join the cast of Fox’s extr:melz%y Ss}fy '(’)(s)aidvtvl?: 42-year-

popular high-school musical drama Glee. :

According to Entertainment Weekly and a glciilfr‘}il?agilges)g?{(g}gh

Fox representative, Stamos is in talks to play But Richards, who uses the pen
the recurring love interest for guidance name Erin Mcéahan isn't shy
counselor Emma (Jayma Mays) in the show’s about her newly releélsed book

second season. . for teens: I Now Pronounce You
Stamos, perhaps best-known for his role Someone Else

as Uncle Jesse on Full House, recently The voung-adult novel drew
starred on Broadway in Bye Bye Birdie. He the intZrest %f Scholastic’s Arthur

FRED SQUILLANTE | DISPATCH
also spent years playing drums with the A. Levine Books, which also pub- Author Erin McCahan near a display of her books at Barnes ite, by the way. Visit www.

Beach Boys. lished the Harry Potter seriesin & Noble in Upper Arlington legacyforohio.org for how to do

Glee’s first season ended

> . - the United States. it. The deadline is Saturday.
Tuesday; reruns will continue “I was completely over- > INow Pronounce : high school — and finds a true fit If nothing else, read the
through the summer on whelmed,” Richards said. ¢ You Someone Else  :  with her boyfriend’s family. stories of these 10 people. They
Fox, including WTTE-TV A fictional, first-person i (Arthur A. Levine, The book is set in Grand Rap- deserve at least that much.
(Channel 28). account, I Now Pronounce You i 272 pages, $16.99, : ids, Mich. (where Richards was
Someone Else centers on college  : for age 12 and older) :  born) and refers frequently to Joe Blundo is a Dispatch
See SHOW & TELL Page D3 student Bronwen Oliver, who ¢ by Erin McCahan columnist.

reflects on her journey through : i See McCAHAN Page D2 jblundo@dispatch.com

John Stamos
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